Why sustainability
is important
to us
We at Zurich Invest Ltd promote sustainability in various ways; after all, it is part
of our DNA to generate environmental,
social and economic added value for
society and the economy.

Our goals and
how we reach them
Our goal is to manage the assets entrusted to us by our
customers in a way that ensures sustainable value is generated. In other words, we do well and do good. When we
do “well”, we generate superior risk-adjusted returns for our
customers and shareholders and when we do “good” we
have a positive impact on society and the communities where
we live and work. As an independent financial services
provider, we endeavor to promote sustainable investment. In
this context, we pursue various initiatives and continue to
develop. Our symbol for responsible investment represents
this commitment.
ESG integration and impact investing are core elements of
the responsible investment process of Zurich Invest Ltd.
ESG refers to the three key factors “Environmental”, “Social”
and “Governance”. These factors serve as the basis for
measuring the sustainability and ethical impact of an investment. Impact investing takes place in order to achieve
measurably positive social and environmental impact in
addition to financial return.

Responsible investment
process as the key
to s ustainable success
Sustainability also plays a key role in the investment process. Therefore, we integrate the
ESG criteria “Environmental”, “Social” and “Governance” in collaboration with our
asset managers. With regard to our passive investment vehicles, we also follow the exclusion
recommendations of the Swiss Association for Responsible Investments (SVVK – ASIR).
At the same time, we at Zurich Invest Ltd are committed to counteracting climate change as
best we can. Accordingly, we are implementing the Swiss and EU targets for the general
reduction of greenhouse gases within our Swiss real estate portfolio.

Responsible investment questionnaire
Regular review of
our independent
asset managers for
their ESG integration and progress

Clear results
thanks to
evaluation
methodology

Annual delivery
by email

1. Increase of the propor-

tion of certified properties

Application of
exclusion criteria
•	For active equity and
bond mandates, Zurich
Invest Ltd excludes
companies in accordance
to the criteria of the
Government Pension Fund
Norway
•	We also apply the exclusion
recommendations of SVVK –
ASIR in passive mandates

Exclusion
recommendations:
•	Anti-personnel mines
•	Cluster munition
•	Nuclear weapons outside the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT)
•	Conduct-based exclusions

ESG integration

Exclusion

Impact
investing

LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design)
Energy Star
BREEAM (Building
Research Establishment
Environmental
Assessment Method)
Minergie

•
•
•

•

2. Reduction

of emissions and
consumption
Reduction of
greenhouse emissions
Reduction of water and
power consumption
Reduction of waste
Recycling

•
•
•
•

3. Inclusion of

ESG risk factors

Holistic, regular risk •
analysis of real estate

Responsible investment –
an essential part of our
philosophy
82%

100%

of our external asset managers
regularly analyze their
portfolios for ESG risks.

of our external asset managers
are members of Principles
for Responsible Investment (PRI).

86%
of our external asset managers
apply ESG criteria in the
investment process.

885 ×
is the number of times
that we have exercised our voting rights
in accordance with
the recommendations
of Institutional
Shareholder Services
Inc. (ISS).

ESG integration

Advancing
together

Impact
investing

93%
of our external asset
managers actively exercise
their voting rights.

–19%
is the figure by which
we have cut our
carbon emissions
compared to 2010
for our entire Swiss
real estate portfolio.

21

8

companies have been excluded from
all passive investment mandates
in accordance with SVVK – ASIR
recommendations.

infrastructure investments
in the social and renewable
energy sectors.

Source: Zurich Invest Ltd, data as of December 31, 2019. The key performance indicators (KPIs) are evaluated on the basis of the responsible
investment questionnaire, which is sent out annually.

Our principles for
responsible investment
Responsible investment is an essential part of our business
philosophy – but it means even more: it also involves
a clearly outlined process. In this way, we ensure that we
truly take sustainability criteria into consideration in
our investment decisions.
ESG integration
Zurich Invest Ltd is a significant player in
the Swiss asset management market
and applies the ESG criteria in the investment
process.

Our principles for
responsible investment

Environmental
Examples:
•• Investment in renewable energies
•• Reduction of greenhouse/carbon emissions
•• Eco-compatible production of goods
and services

Social
Examples:
•• Compliance with international labor
law regulations
•• Implementation of fair workplace
conditions
•• Strengthening of equal rights

Governance
Examples:
•• Transparency in the disclosure of
business-relevant data
•• Sustainability management at executive
management and the board of directors’
level
•• Prevention of corruption and bribery

Our principles for
responsible investment

Active ownership ¹
Our external asset managers actively promote
the application of ESG criteria when exercising
voting rights. Our fund management (GAM)
also actively exercises its voting rights. The votes
can be cast to approve or reject the proposals by the executive management. This represents a form of target-oriented dialog with
the respective companies. Both methods are
jointly referred to as “active ownership”.
¹ Exercise of voting rights and actively influencing actions

Impact investing
Sustainability is also a central factor in the real
estate investments of the Zurich Investment
Foundation and, along with the asset classes
Infrastructure, Green, Social and Sustainability Bonds, is part of our impact investing
strategies. In the future, these classes will
continue to be expanded.

Advancing together
We at Zurich Invest Ltd are committed to the
principles of responsible investment. We are
aware that our efforts to ensure sustainability
will be most successful if the entire industry
works in unison. For this reason, Zurich Invest
Ltd is an active member of Swiss Sustainable
Finance and promotes the consistent application of sustainability criteria in the Swiss
financial market.
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zurichinvest@zurich.ch, Phone +41 44 628 78 88
www.zurichinvest.ch

All information in this document was prepared with care and to the best of our
knowledge and belief. Zurich Invest Ltd and the Zurich Investment Foundation
disclaim all responsibility for the accuracy and completeness of this information
and disclaim any and all liability for losses incurred through the use of this
information. The opinions expressed in this document are those of Zurich Invest
Ltd and of the Zurich Investment Foundation as of the time of creation and
may change at any time and without notification. This document is for the sole
purpose of providing information and is intended exclusively for the recipient.
This document does not represent a request or invitation to make an offer, to
conclude a contract or to buy or sell an investment vehicle and is not a substitute
for detailed advice or a review under tax law. Purchase decisions should be
made on the basis of the articles of association, regulations and investment guidelines, as well as the latest annual report. This document may not be reproduced,
either in full or in part, without the written consent of the Zurich Investment
Foundation or Zurich Invest Ltd. It is expressly not intended for persons whose
nationality or place of residence prohibits access to such information according to applicable legislation. Every investment involves risks, especially risks of
fluctuation in value and return volatility. Additionally, foreign currencies are
associated with the risk of loss of value of the respective foreign currency compared
to the investor’s reference currency. Past performance does not constitute an
indicator of current or future performance. The performance data does not take
into consideration any commissions and costs charged for the issue and redemption of units. The issuer and manager of the investment groups is the Zurich
Investment Foundation, P. O. Box, 8085 Zurich. The custodian bank is the Zurich
branch of State Street Bank International GmbH, Munich. Articles of association,
regulations and investment policies as well as the latest annual report and
fact sheets can be obtained free of charge from the Zurich Investment Foundation. Only tax-exempt pension institutions domiciled in Switzerland are
permitted as investors.
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